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Register result 


The following action has been taken by a Federal agency. It has previously been summarized as a proposal in 
CONSUMER REGISTER. Extent of consumer and other comment is reported when such information is available. 


e@ National Credit Union Administration (NCUA) has issued final regulations establishing share accounts with 
varying dividend rates and share certificate accounts with varying rates and maturities. Effective date was Dec. 30, 
1977. Details—Federal Register: Nov. 30, 1977, page 60905; July 19, 1977, page 37002. CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug. 1, 
1977. For more information write or call Leonard Skiles, 2025 M St, NW, Washington. DC 20456; telephone 202-632- 
4870. 


Saccharin 


Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued final 
guidelines to help se:charin manufacturers comply with a sec- 
tion of the Saccharin Study and Labeling Act (SSLA). SSLA, 
which was signed by President Carter on Nov. 23, prohibits 
FDA from banning saccharin from the marketplace for at least 
18 months while additional! tests on the artificial sweetener’s 
safety are being conducted. However, SSLA also requires 
conspicuous warning labels on saccharin products. The final 
guidelines designate the location of warning labels on food 
products—and the size of type. The effective date for such 
labeling is Feb. 21. 


In addition, FDA is proposing implementing regulations 
to SSLA on how retail stores must warn customers about sac- 
charin-containing food. Restaurants selling saccharin- 
containing food are not required to post warnings. Highlights 
of the proposal are: 


e Stores (grocery stores, convenience stores and possibly 
drug stores) would post notices at least 11 inches by 14 inches 
in size. The notices would be posted near the store’s entrance, 
in the aisle where saccharin-containing soft drinks are sold, 
and where the largest amount of other saccharin-containing 
food is sold. 

e Each manufacturer of saccharin-containing food would 
supply at least 3 notices to each retail store where its food is 
sold so that stores would have a sufficient supply of posters. 


e The notice would say: “SACCHARIN NOTICE. This 
store sells food including diet beverages and dietetic foods 
that contain saccharin. You will find saccharin listed in the 
ingredient statement on most foods which contain it. All foods 
which contain saccharin will soon bear the following warning: 
‘Use of this product may be hazardous to your health. This 
product contains saccharin which has been determined to 
cause cancer in laboratory animals.’” 


Jan. 12 is deadline for comments on the above proposal. 
FDA will also conduct a public hearing on Jan. 12 at 9 a.m. in 
Room 1409 of Federal Office Building No. 8, 200 C St, SW, 
Washington, DC 20204. Although the deadline of Dec. 23 for 
notice of participation in the hearings has now passed, per- 
sons who attend the hearings as observers may have an op- 
portunity to speak. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 9, pages 62162 and 62209. 
Send comments to Hearing Clerk, Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. For more in- 
formation call or write Ted Herman at above address; tele- 
phone 301-443-3480. 


Public participation in rulemaking 


Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued 
temporary rules to provide compensation to qualified persons 
for cost of participation at EPA proceedings which will con- 
sider the phasing out of PCBs. This limited compensation pro- 


gram is authorized by the Toxic Substances Control Act 
(TSCA). 


Reimbursement plan is regarded as a pilot project to gain 
experience in the operation of a public funding program, and 
may provide a basis for a permanent funding program for par- 
ticipation in later TSCA rulemaking. In issuing these tempor- 
ary rules EPA is also deferring action on a previously an- 
nounced agency-wide proposal for public participation funding 
until the results of the pilot program have been fully 
evaluated. [See CONSUMER REGISTER Feb. 1, 1977.] 


Temporary rules state how preliminary and final applica- 
tions for funds are to be made and how funds may be used. 
Preliminary applications for funds should include statements 
describing the nature of the interest to be represented, rea- 
sons why the interest would not be adequately represented if 
the applicant did not participate, how the applicant meets the 
financial requirements for eligibility explained in TSCA, and a 
breakdown of anticipated expenses. Preliminary applications 
may be submitted to EPA within 30 days after publication of 
the “Notice of Proposed Rulemaking” on the PCB ban. (Con- 
SUMER REGISTER will report the proposed rules when they 
are published.) EPA will rule on the preliminary applications 
and may advance a portion of funds on the condition that a 
final, updated applications will be made and that work out- 
lined in preliminary applicacions will be completed. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 30, 1977, page 60911. For 
more information on the temporary rules write or call William 
F. Pedersen, Jr., Office of General Counsel, Environmental 
Protection Agency, 401 M St., SW, Washington, DC 20460; 
telephone 202-755-0434. Preliminary applications for funds 
should be submitted to Irwin L. Auerbach, Office of Toxic 
Substances (TS-788), Environmental Protection Agency, at 
the above address. 


Jan. 20 is deadline for comments on Forest Service’s pro- 
posed procedures for public participation in the formulation of 
standards and guidelines relating to Forest Service programs. 
Rules are being proposed in accord with the National Forest 
Management Act of 1976, and are intended to give Federal, 
state and local governments and the public the opportunity to 
participate in all phases of the decision-making process. 
Details—Federal Register: Nov. 21, 1977, page 59762. Send 
comments to Chief, Forest Service, Agriculture Dept., P.O. 
Box 2417, Washington, DC 20013. For more information write 
or call Robert M. Lake at the above address; telephone 202- 
447-3760. 


Consumer records 


Jan. 18 is new deadline for comments on Consumer Prod- 
uct Safety Commission’s (CPSC) proposal to require man- 
ufacturers of certain consumer products to keep records of all 
consumer complaints they receive about product safety. 
CPSC is extending the comment period because it has now 





decided to apply the record retention requirement to products 
regulated under the Flammable Fabrics Act, the Federal 
Hazardous Substances Act and the Poison Prevention Packag- 
ing Act of 1970. The Nov. 3 proposal required recordkeeping 
under only one act—the Consumer Product Safety Act. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 15, page 63183; Nov. 3, page 
57642. CONSUMER REGISTER: Nov. 15. Send comments to 
Secretary, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washing- 
ton, DC 20207. For more information call or write Mana Jen- 
nings at above address; telephone 301-492-6608. 


Aflatoxin in milk 


Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is accepting com- 
ments on a recent action establishing an “action level” for af- 
latoxin contamination of milk. Aflatoxin contamination, FDA 
Says, is a potentially serious health problem in at least 4 
southeastern states. The FDA order limits the allowable level 
of aflatoxin to 0.5 parts per billion (ppb) for interstate ship- 
ments of milk. 


Aflatoxin is a naturally occurring cancer-causing sub- 
stance produced as a byproduct of the growth of certain 
molds. When dampness and other environmental conditions 
are right, aflatoxin can contaminate corn, wheat, peanuts, 
cottonseed, rice, soybeans and other foods. If these contami- 
nated foods are fed to dairy animals, aflatoxin can get into 
milk. 


Aflatoxin is presently regulated by FDA as an “unavoida- 
ble contaminant” and for food other than milk is limited to 20 
ppb. The lower level for milk was imposed because high levels 
of aflatoxin in milk poses a special risk to infants and young 
children who drink it in large amounts. 


FDA imposed the action level after a recent survey taken 
in Alabama, Georgia, and North and South Carolina showed 
that of 302 milk samples collected, 19 or 6% had aflatoxin of 
0.5 ppb or above. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 6, 1977, page 61630. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Food and Drug Administration, 
Room 4-65, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. For 
more information write or call Caesar A. Roy, Bureau of 
Foods, Food and Drug Administration 200 C St., SW, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20204; telephone 202-245-1186. 


Flammable adhesives banned 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has is- 
sued a final rule banning the manufacture of extremely 
flammable, quick drying contact adhesives in containers 
larger than one-half pint after Jan. 17, 1978, and will also pro- 
hibit their distribution and sale after June 13, 1978. These 
adhesives, used primarily to bond laminates to counters and 
table tops, to put down flooring and to glue tile boards to 
walls, can cause severe burns because they can ignite explo- 
sively or cause flash fires. 


CPSC has learned of 130 burn injuries and 15 deaths from 
fires and explosions involving these products since 1970. Av- 
erage burns were severe, covering about 40% of the body and 
requiring an initial hospital stay of some 50 days. CPSC says 
the ban is necessary because currently required cautionary 
labeling was not doing an adequate bob protecting the public 
from unreasonable risk of injury. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 19, page 63730. For more in- 
formation write or call Michael J. Gidding, Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207; phone 301-492- 
6617. 


Nitrates and nitrites 


March 17, 1978 is new deadline for the meat industry to 
submit data to the Agriculture Dept. concerning the use of 
nitrates and nitrites in bacon. The original deadline of Jan. 16 
is extended because Agriculture says it needs more time to 
receive factual and meaningful data. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 13, page 52512; Oct. 18, page 
55626. CONSUMER NEWS: Dec. 1. Send information to Hearing 
Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Washington, DC 20250. For more 
information call or write Irwin Fried at above address; tele- 
phone 202-447-6042. 


Credit unions—share draft programs 


National Credit Union Administration (NCUA) has is- 
sued regulations, scheduled to become effective Feb. 6, that 
will permit Federal credit union members to write drafts on 
their share draft accounts. These drafts can be used just like 
checks to obtain cash or to pay for goods or services. Present 
credit union regulations usually require the members to go to 
their credit unions for cash withdrawals. 


The share draft program is similar to negotiable order of 
withdrawal (NOW) accounts currently being offered in certain 
New England states. NOW accounts allow consumers to write 


checks on their interest-bearing savings account to pay their 
bills. 


When the new rules go into effect (they were tested ex- 
perimentally in several credit unions before being made gen- 
erally available), a member will be able to withdraw money 
without losing interest on the amount remaining in his account 
at the end of the interest period. (Dividends are paid only on 
the inactive portion of the account.) 


NCUA says share draft programs promote thrift and 
create a source of credit in the following ways: 

e They encourage members to maintain a minimum bal- 
ance in order to earn dividends. 

e@ They increase the earnings of a credit union, which can 
result in an increase in dividend rates or reduction in loan 
interest rates. 

e They encourage more people to join and place money in 
a Federal credit union. 

e They allow the truly poor, with little or no access to 


third party payment accounts, to save the cost of money 
orders. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 8, page 61977. For more in- 
formation write or call J. Leonard Skiles, National Credit 


Union Administration, 2025 M St., NW, Washington, DC 
20456. 


NOTE: American Bankers Association has sued NCUA in 
an effort to halt implementation of the above regulations, 
claiming that NCUA does not have authority to offer this kind 
of service. However, NCUA maintains it does have such au- 
thority and in addition it says it is in the public interest to 
permit its members to provide the service. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular intgrest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Copies of Federal Register may be available 


in depository libraries. 





consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other items published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 


These forms are provided for you to use, if you wish, in commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, feel free to 
use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 


Name Date 
Street 
City State ZIP 
Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


(over) 
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Name Date 


Street 


IG ei ee State ZIP 
Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 

by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


(over) 


ee ee 


Name Date 


Street 


ek, State ZIP 


Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


by (name of agency) — 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


(over) 
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consumer comment 


CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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